WikipediA 

Sierra Otomi 


Sierra Otomi aka Highland Otomi (Otomi de la Sierra ) is a 
dialect cluster of the Otomi language spoken in Mexico by ca. 
70,000 people in the highlands of Eastern Hidalgo, Western 
Veracruz and Northern Puebla. The speakers themselves call the 
language Yi[hi[ (Eastern Highland) or Nqhii (Texcatepec and 
Tenango).! 5 ] Lastra 2001 classifies it as an Eastern Otomi 
language together with Ixtenco Otomi, Tilapa Otomi, and 
Acazulco Otomi. The three varieties of Sierra Otomi—Eastern 
Highland, Texcatepec, and Tenango—are above 70% lexically 
similar; the Eastern Highland dialects are above 80%, and will be 
considered here. 
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Distribution 


Municipalities with significant Sierra Otomi populations include 
the following (Dow 2005:236). Many of these municipalities also 
have Tepehua, Totonac, and Nahuatl speakers. 


Sierra Otomi 



Highland Otomi 


Yyhy (otm) 

/Vghg (otx, otn) 

Native to 

Mexico 

Region 

Puebla, Veracruz, 
Hidalgo 

Native speakers (72,000 cited 
1990-2007)! 1 ] 


Language Oto-Manguean 

family 

■ Oto-Pamean 

- Otomian 

- Eastern 

■ Sierra 
Otomi 

Official status 

Regulated by Secretaria de 

Educacion Publica 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 Variously: 

otm - Eastern 

Highland 

otx - Texcatepec 

otn - Tenango 

GlOttOlog east2556 (http:// 

glottolog.org/res 
ource/languoid/i 
d/east2556) 

Eastern Highland! 2 ! 

texcl235 (http:// 
glottolog.org/res 
ource/languoid/i 
d/texcl235) 

Texcatepec! 3 ^ 

tenal241 (http:// 
glottolog.org/res 
ource/languoid/i 
d/tenal241) 

Tenango! 4 ! 


Hidalgo 


Veracruz 





















■ Acaxochitlan 

■ Huehuetla 

■ San Bartolo Tutotepec 

■ Tenango de Doria 

■ Tulancingo 

Puebla 

■ Francisco Z. Mena 

■ Pahuatlan 

■ Pantepec 

■ Tlacuilotepec 

■ Tlaxco 


Benito Juarez 

Chicontepec 

Coatzintla 

Coyutla 

Huayacocotla 

Ixhuatlan de Madero 

Temapache 

Texcatepec 

Tihuatlan 

Tlachichilco 

Zacualpan 


Phonology 


The phonemic inventory given below is based on the particular phonology of the Otomi de la Sierra dialect 
as documented by Voigtlander and Echegoyen (1985), phonemic inventories of other dialects vary slightly 
from that of Otomi de la Sierra. 


Consonants 



Bilabial 

Dental 

Alveolar Postalveolar Palatal Velar 

Glottal 

Nasal 
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n 





Stop 

voiceless 

P 


t 



k 

? 

voiced 
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d 
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Affricate 

Fries 

voiceless 



ts 





voiced 



dz 





itive 

1 

0 


I 


X 

h 

Appro) 

Fh 

(imant 





j 

w 


ip 



r 






Vowels 



Front 

Central 

Back 


oral 

nasal 

oral 

nasal 

oral 

nasal 

Close 

i 

T 

u 


u 

u 

Open-mid 

e 


0 



6 

Mid 

£ 

£ 



j 


Open 



a 

a 








Notes 


1. Eastern Highland (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/otm/) at Ethnologue (18th ed., 
2015) 

Texcatepec (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/otx/) at Ethnologue (18th ed., 2015) 
Tenango (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/otn/) at Ethnologue (18th ed., 2015) 

2. Hammarstrom, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "Eastern Highland 
Otomi" (http://glottolog.org/resource/languoid/id/east2556). Glottolog 3.0. Jena, Germany: Max 
Planck institute for the Science of Human History. 

3. Hammarstrom, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "Texcatepec Otomi" 
(http://glottolog.org/resource/languoid/id/texcl235). Glottolog 3.0. Jena, Germany: Max Planck 
institute for the Science of Human History. 

4. Hammarstrom, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "Tenango Otomi" (htt 
p://glottolog.org/resource/languoid/id/tenal241). Glottolog 3.0. Jena, Germany: Max Planck 
Institute for the Science of Human History. 

5. Lastra 2006 p 57, Wright Carr 2005 

References 


Dow, James W. 2005. "The Sierra Nahnu (Otomi)." In Sandstrom, Alan R., and Enrique Hugo 

Garcia Valencia. 2005. Native peoples of the Gulf Coast of Mexico. Tucson: University of 
Arizona Press. 

Voigtlander, Katherine; Artemisa Echegoyen (1985). Luces Contemporaneas del Otomi: 

Gramatlca del Otomi de la Sierra (in Spanish). Mexico, D.F.: Instituto Linguistico de 
Verano. 

Wright Carr, David Charles (2005a). "Precisiones sobre el termino "otomi"" (https://web.archive.or 
g/web/20051108014507/http://www.arqueomex.com/S8N5PALABRAotomi.pdf) (PDF). 
Arqueologfa Mexlcana (in Spanish). 13 (73): 19. Archived from the original (http://www.arqu 
eomex.com/S8N5PALABRAotomi.pdf) (PDF) on November 8, 2005. Retrieved 2006-12-06. 
Lastra, Yolanda (2006). Los Otomles - Su lenguay su hlstorla (in Spanish). Universidad Nacional 
Autonoma de Mexico, Instituto de investigaciones Antropologicas. ISBN 9789703233885. 
Lastra, Yolanda (2001). Unldady dlversldad de la lengua. Relatos otomfes (in Spanish). 

Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico, Instituto de investigaciones Antropologicas. 
ISBN 968-36-9509-4. 


Retrieved from "https://en.Wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sierra_Otomi&oldid=950760232" 


This page was last edited on 13 April 2020, at 18:00 (UTC). 

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using 
this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia 
Foundation, Inc. , a non-profit organization. 







